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COURSE DATA

Data Subject

Code 46749

Name Museistica y comunicacion del patrimonio paleontol6gico

Cycle Master's degree

ECTS Credits 3.0

Academic year 2024 - 2025

Study (s)

Degree Center Acad. Period
year

2266 - Master's Degree in Applied Faculty of Biological Sciences 1 Secondterm

Palaeontology

Subject-matter

Degree Subject-matter Character

2266 - Master's Degree in Applied 5 - Management of palaeontological Optional

Palaeontology heritage

Coordination
Name Department
MARTINEZ PEREZ, CARLOS 356 - Botany and Geology

SUMMARY

Optional subject within the Conservation and Diffusion of Paleontological Heritage subject.

Subject focused on the knowledge of museums as essential instruments of scientific communication,
acting as privileged institutions for learning and understanding science. It is about making possible the
junction between scientists and citizens for the transmission of knowledge in an understandable way and,
also, becoming places where citizens can question science and interact in some way with it. If for many
years the dissemination of scientific culture was based on books, magazines and audiovisua media, today
museums have taken arelevant, almost primordial place in this dissemination.

Paleontological heritage is made up, on the one hand, by the set of known and studied fossil deposits and
sections (“immovable”’ heritage) and, on the other, by the set of paleontological collections and specimens
housed in museums, collections and exhibitions (* movable heritage”). The risks and needs of
paleontological elements are evident when they are in the sites, but what is the reason for extracting this
material from its context? Where should it be deposited and why? What destination should this material
have: research, exhibition, didactics ...?
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What are the risks that this heritage may suffer? |s access to this material exclusive to research, canit be
disseminated without losing scientific rigor? All these issues, among others, are what justify the functions
of Scientific Museums: the "Management of Collections', and its value in al its facets.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

Relationship to other subjects of the same degree

There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.

Other requirements

There are no enrolment restrictions with other subjects in the syllabus. However, it is advisable to have a
minimum knowledge of Zoology, Ecology, as well as general Geology and Palaeontology.

COMPETENCES (RD 1393/2007) // LEARNING OUTCOMES (RD 822/2021)

LEARNING OUTCOMES (RD 1393/2007) // NO CONTENT (RD 822/2021)

In this subject, students will know and understand the role of elementsin Museology, their history, origin
of museum collections and the objectives and standards of cataloging in naturalist museums, they will
recognize the character of fossils as elements of Natural Heritage, the application of Museology to this
Heritage, the factors that may affect its conservation, the preparation / restoration of natural specimens.
Existing methods and experiences, the dynamics and management of paleontological collections, and
scientific research in museums. Y ou will also understand the relationships between Museology and
Museography; the design and organization of exhibitions; the elaboration of projectsin Museography, the
virtual didactic Museography. Likewise, the students will know the concept of paleontological sites, their
potential for use (dissemination and dissemination), the strategic elements in conservation and research,
the existing media (interpretation centers, exhibitions, museum collections, private collections, university
collections, etc.), aswell as the elements attached to the project (accessibility, signage, carrying capacity,
etc.), to conclude by knowing the legislation applied to the communication of paleontological heritage
and different projects for the communication of this Heritage.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Theoretical Block

Unit 1. Museum concept. Museology. Elements of Museology. History of museology and the origin of the
museum's collections and objectives.

Unit 2. The Role of Museums in Heritage Conservation. Types of Museums. The museum of the Teruel-

Dindpolis Paleontological Complex. Communication of the paleontological heritage around the world of
dinosaurs.

46749 Museistica y comunicacién del patrimonio paleontolégico 2



o - Course Guide
46749 Museisticay comunicacién del patrimonio
paleontologico

R

VNIVERSITAT G D VALENCIA

Unit 3. Fossils as elements of the Historical, Cultural and Natural Heritage. Legislation applied to
movable paleontological heritage. European, national and regional legislation. Legislation on museums.

Unit 4. Dynamics and management of paleontological collections. Cataloging and inventory standards in
naturalist museums. Preventive conservation. Code of ethics. Preparation, conservation and restoration
of natural specimens: methods and experiences. The value of molds as a didactic and scientific
instrument.

Unit 5. Diffusion and dissemination: strategic elements for conservation and research. Scientific research
in museums. Communication in museums: Social function. Communication in other centers
(interpretation centers, exhibitions, museum collections, private collections, university collections, etc.).

Unit 6. Museology and Museography. Design and organization of exhibitions. Elaboration of projects in
Museography. Virtual didactic museography. Paleontological sites and potential for use: movable and
immovable heritage. Projects for the communication of paleontological heritage.

ACTIVITY Hours % To be attended

Other activities 12,00 100

Laboratory practices 10,00 100

Theory classes 6,00 100

Seminars 2,00 100
TOTAL| 30,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

Theoretical-practical classes:

- Participative master classes with computer presentations:

- Personal work in person of practical cases of Museology and Museography
- Participation in various heritage dissemination projects.

- Exhibition and public defense of group work

L abor atory-cabinet practice classes.

- Introduction and planning of each practice. Proposed practices:

-Management of paleontological collections: Identification, signage, registry, databases, techniques basic
preventive conservation. Basic molding and replicating techniques. Elaboration of molds and replicas.
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- Design of the Exhibition Project of atemporary or traveling exhibition.

-Valuation of museological and museographic contents in museums or exhibitions paleontological of the
Valencian Community.

- Design and development of projectsin Museology and Museography
- Practical casesin Museum Management and Movable Heritage.
Seminars:

- Attendance at conferences and theoretical-practical seminars of specialists that complement the training
received in other subjects

- Communication of heritage outside our borders. Cases of interest.
- Visits to other Museums and interpretation centers (physical and virtual visits)

- Preparation of various materials and documents in theoretical-practical activities

EVALUATION

* Final work (and presentation) that can be done individually or in groups throughout the semester for the
evaluation of the technical skills of the subject. The contribution to the final grade may not exceed 70%
of the total grade.

 Continuous evaluation 30%

-Attendance and use of classes

REFERENCES

Basic

- Castellanos, P. (2008). Los Museos de ciencias y el consumo cultural: Una mirada desde la
comunicacion. Ed. UOC. 230 pp.
- Rico, J.C. (2006). Manual practico de museologia, museografia y técnicas expositivas. Ed. Silex. 253
pp.
- Roigé, X. (2014). Los Museos de la Ciencia en Espafia: entre la Divulgacién Cientifica, el Consumo
Cultural y la Creacién de Nuevos Referentes Sociales. Intemational Joumal of Deliberative
Mechanisms in Science, 3(1), 49-72.d0i:10.4471/demesci.2014.14
Link: http://dx.doi.org110.4471/demesci.2014.14
- VV. AA. (1996). Museums for the new millenium. A Symposium for the museum community.
Washington D.C. Smithsonian Institution. The American Asoctiation of Museums.
- VV. AA. (2000). Exploring Science in Museums. Ed. Susan Pearce. 224 pp.
- VV. AA. (2005). Museologia de la ciencia: 15 afios de experiencia. Joan Santacana y Nuria Serrat
Antoli (Coords.). Ed Ariel. 653 pp.
- VV. AA. (2013). Museos y colecciones de Historia Natural. Investigacion, educacion y difusion.

46749 Museistica y comunicacién del patrimonio paleontolégico 4



o - Course Guide
46749 Museisticay comunicacién del patrimonio
paleontologico

Gonzalez Bueno, A. y Baratas Diaz, A., (Eds). Memorias de la RSEHN. Segunda Epoca, Tomo XI. 422
pp.

- Alcala,L.,2005.Los museos y la nueva proyeccion social de la Paleontologia.Boletin RSEHN
(sec.Geol.) 100(1-4) pp.289-3

Additional
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Andalucia. Consejeria de Cultura.
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