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COURSE DATA

Data Subject

Code 44949

Name Agent-based Economics

Cycle Master's degree

ECTS Credits 5.0

Academic year 2020 - 2021

Study (s)

Degree Center Acad. 
year

Period

2242 - M.D. in Economics Faculty of Economics 1 First term

Subject-matter

Degree Subject-matter Character

2242 - M.D. in Economics 6 - Agent-based economics Optional

Coordination

Name Department

BRETO MARTINEZ, CARLES 10 - Economic Analysis 

ROCHINA BARRACHINA, MARIA ENGRACIA 132 - Economic Structure 

SUMMARY

This course is aimed at introducing Agent Based Modelling (ABM) as a computational methodology for 
the analysis of complex economic systems, with a focus on macroeconomics. The course analyzes the 
economy as a complex system in which macroeconomic properties emerge from the (decentralized) 
interaction among heterogeneous (boundedly rational) agents. The basics of ABM and some more 
advanced tools will be provided during the course by means of both theoretical and practical lectures. The 
theoretical part of the course introduces the concept of complexity in economics and proposes a critical 
perspective on mainstream (e.g. neoclassical) and heterodox (e.g. post-Keynesian and evolutionary) 
macroeconomics, according to a pluralist and multidisciplinary approach. During practical lectures, 
students will actively learn coding and computer simulation (by using free programming software like 
Netlogo, R, Python or Julia), based on a step-by-step strategy (namely, starting from simple models and 
enlarging the basic framework by including more advanced features). Macroeconomic accounting will be 
studied based on a Stock-Flow Consistent (SFC) approach. In particular, the course will focus on macro 
topics like business cycles and growth, inequality, financial fragility and capitalist crises. The course 
prepares students for academic research in this area.
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PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

Relationship to other subjects of the same degree

There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.

Other requirements

No previous knowledge other than that implied by the criteria of admission to the program will be 
assumed.

OUTCOMES

2242 - M.D. in Economics 

- Students should apply acquired knowledge to solve problems in unfamiliar contexts within their field 
of study, including multidisciplinary scenarios.

- Students should be able to integrate knowledge and address the complexity of making informed 
judgments based on incomplete or limited information, including reflections on the social and ethical 
responsibilities associated with the application of their knowledge and judgments.

- Students should demonstrate self-directed learning skills for continued academic growth.

- Students should possess and understand foundational knowledge that enables original thinking and 
research in the field.

- Develop a critical capacity, show a research concern and interest in the field of economy, specialise 
in the use of bibliographical materials, in the use of economic databases and econometric, 
mathematical and statistical software. Also, learn to adequately disseminate research findings 
through scientific articles and presentations in congresses.

- Gain the capacities of abstraction and logical reasoning that are essential for the creation of economic 
models: ability to express oneself using formal, graphic and symbolic languages, to apply analytical 
and mathematical methods to economics, and to relate and manipulate concepts according to a 
purpose.

- Acquire linguistic and technological skills: ability to use English in the scientific field of economics and 
to use ICT in the field of economic study and research.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the end of the course, the student should be able to:

• Know the bibliographic bases needed for a critical understanding of complex economic systems

• Critically evaluate the content of scientific papers (though not always covering all analytical details), 
reports of international institutions, central banks, governments, as well as divulgative articles, etc., 
recognizing the main elements of the different theoretical and methodological approaches
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• Build and simulate a small-scale agent-based model of a macroeconomy, or of a sub-system of it, and 
understand the results of counterfactual simulations as well as of policy experiments

• Understand macroeconomic accounting based on the Stock-Flow Consistent approach

• Understand the (algorithmic) structure of middle-to-large scale Agent-Based Stock-Flow Consistent 
(AB-SFC) macroeconomic models and their potential to describe the evolution of the capitalist system 
and its tendency towards the crisis

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Agent-based Economics

Topic 1: Introduction to agent-based modelling and complexity economics 
1.1. The complexity view in economics 
1.2. Heterogeneity, interaction, and complex dynamics 
1.3. From bounded rationality at the micro-level to emergent properties at the macro-level 
1.4. Agent-Based Models (ABMs) as a computational tool for complex economic systems 
 
Topic 2: Agent-based computational economics: What, Why, When 
2.1. The whole and its parts 
2.2. Micro-macro relationships and the aggregation conundrum 
2.3. Main features of ABMs 
2.4. On the way to ABM: Evolutionary roots, the Santa Fe perspective, microsimulations 
2.5. Why Agents: ABM as a complement or a substitute to analytical models 
 
Topic 3: Theoretical foundations of macroeconomic models: mainstream and heterodox approaches 
3.1. A bird-eye view on the recent evolution of macroeconomics 
3.2. Heterogeneity in macroeconomics and the role of interaction in the ABM approach 
3.3. Alternatives to neoclassical macro: evolutionary and post-Keynesian approaches 
3.4. DSGE models vs. macro ABM 
 
Topic 4: Agent-based macroeconomics: alternative micro-foundations with heterogeneous interacting 
agents 
4.1. Macroeconomics with Heterogeneous Interacting Agents (HIAs) 
4.2. The building blocks of a macro ABM 
4.3. Macro ABMs with fully decentralized matching protocols 
 
Topic 5: Building and simulating a simple agent-based model of business cycle fluctuations 
5.1. A toolkit for macro ABMs 
5.2. Typical features of macro ABMs 
5.3. The algorithmic structure of ABMs 
5.4. How to implement a simple ABM of business cycle fluctuations by using the software R 
5.6. Computational experiments and empirical issues 
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Topic 6: Current research trends in agent-based stock-flow consistent macroeconomics 
6.1. From small-scale to medium-to-large scale macro ABMs 
6.2. Macroeconomic accounting and the (post-Keynesian) Stock-Flow Consistent approach (SFC) 
6.3. The integration of ABM and SFC 
6.4. Inequality, financial fragility and crises through the lens of macro ABMs

WORKLOAD

ACTIVITY Hours % To be attended

Theory classes 40,00 100

Classroom practices 10,00 100

Study and independent work 75,00 0

TOTAL 125,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

The course consists of both theoretical and practical lectures. Theoretical lectures are aimed at critically 
understanding various approaches to macroeconomic modelling and introducing the main features of 
complex economic systems composed of a multitude of heterogeneous interacting agents. Relevant 
articles will be discussed in class and critical abilities will be stimulated by organizing reading groups to 
debate about contrasting views in the literature and encourage students to propose their own view on 
complex issues. Practical lectures are aimed at acquiring the basic skills of programming and computer 
simulation to implement and simulate a simple agent-based model of business cycle fluctuations. A step-
by-step approach will be followed in building the simulation model, so to allow students to understand 
both the building blocks of a typical model and the relationships among different parts of the model; in 
the meanwhile, students acquire the computational skills and accounting rules needed for the 
implementation of a simulated (artificial) macroeconomy. Computational and policy experiments will be 
performed in class in collaboration with students to stimulate an active learning of theories, modelling 
and simulation techniques.

EVALUATION

The evaluation will consist of an assignment (like a short paper) on topics suggested during the course, 
which is worth the 50% of the final mark, and a final exam carrying the remaining 50% of the final mark.

REFERENCES
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Basic

-  
- Delli Gatti D., Fagiolo G., Gallegati M., Richiardi M., Russo A. (2017), Agent-Based Models in 
Economics: A Toolkit. Cambridge University Press. 
 
- Caiani A., Russo A., Palestrini A., Gallegati M. (2016), Economics with Heterogeneous Interacting 
Agents: A practical guide to Agent Based Modelling, Springer.

Additional

- Godley W., Lavoie M. (2012), Monetary Economics: An Integrated Approach to Credit, Money, Income, 
Production and Wealth. Palgrave Macmillan UK.

ADDENDUM COVID-19

This addendum will only be activated if the health situation requires so and with the prior 
agreement of the Governing Council

The teaching of the 2020-2021 academic year to which this Teaching Guide refers is programmed in face-
to-face mode.

If at any time, during the course, for justified and supervening causes it cannot be carried out as planned, 
the responsible teaching staff will communicate more specific and detailed information about the changes 
that should be made through the virtual classroom of the subject.


