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COURSE DATA

Data Subject

Code 44409

Name Research techniques and methodologies: Contexts

Cycle Master's degree

ECTS Credits 10.0

Academic year 2023 - 2024

Study (s)

Degree Center Acad. 
year

Period

2207 - M.D. in Language and Literature 
Research 

Faculty of Philology, Translation and 
Communication 

1 First term

3135 - Languages, Literature and Cultures 
and their applications 

Doctoral School 0 First term

Subject-matter

Degree Subject-matter Character

2207 - M.D. in Language and Literature 
Research 

1 - Techniques, methodologies and 
ICT applied to research in languages 
and literatures 

Obligatory

3135 - Languages, Literature and Cultures 
and their applications 

1 - Complementos de Formación Optional

Coordination

Name Department

GONZALEZ PASTOR, DIANA MARIA 155 - English and German 

SUMMARY

SUMMARY

The subject 44409 Research techniques and methodologies: Contexts is part of the compulsory module 
Techniques, methodologies and ICT applied to language and literature research. The basic contents of 
this module are based on the acquisition of techniques and methodologies serving as contextualisation for 
the different objects of study in both their linguistic and literary aspects, also with regards to the 
theoretical basis of both linguistic and literary studies.
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This module consists of four compulsory units, in which various competences related to those techniques 
and methods will be developed. Each competence focuses on specific problems and texts.

1. Current debates in linguistic theory

2. Advanced techniques for research in languages

3. Current debates in literary theory

4. Advanced techniques for research in literatures

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

Relationship to other subjects of the same degree

There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.

Other requirements

Relationship to other subjects of the same degree 
This subject is a complement to the other two compulsory subjects in the degree: ICT applied to 
language and literature research and Research techniques and methodologies: Texts. 
Other requirements 
There are no specified enrolment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum. Nevertheless, it is 
recommended that students possess theoretical and practical foundations on the basics of literary and 
linguistic studies. Although not required, a backgroun

OUTCOMES

2207 - M.D. in Language and Literature Research 

- To acquire an interest in encouraging, through academic and professional concepts, the scientific, 
social and cultural progress of a society based on the knowledge of the field of languages and 
literatures.

- To be capable of conceiving, designing and implementing a research process in the field of 
languages and literatures with responsibility and scientific rigour.

- To be capable of contributing through monographs and works of analysis, and mainly through the 
Masters thesis, to expanding the frontiers of knowledge by building up a corpus worthy of publication.

- To develop an ethical commitment, focusing on aspects such as gender equality, equality of 
opportunities, values of culture of peace, democratic values and environmental and sustainability 
issues, as well as the knowledge and appreciation of diversity and multiculturalism.

- To acquire the appropriate methodologies for scientific research in languages and literatures.
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- To be capable of locating, managing and synthesising specialised bibliographic information, in both 
the target language used in the Masters Degree and other modern languages, either in libraries or in 
physical or online archives.

- To show knowledge and experience in the management of computer tools, programs and applications 
specific to research in the field of Philology.

- To acquire the sufficient knowledge for approaching texts scientifically from 
different contextual perspectives.

- Students should apply acquired knowledge to solve problems in unfamiliar contexts within their field 
of study, including multidisciplinary scenarios.

- Students should be able to integrate knowledge and address the complexity of making informed 
judgments based on incomplete or limited information, including reflections on the social and ethical 
responsibilities associated with the application of their knowledge and judgments.

- Students should communicate conclusions and underlying knowledge clearly and unambiguously to 
both specialized and non-specialized audiences.

- Students should demonstrate self-directed learning skills for continued academic growth.

- Students should possess and understand foundational knowledge that enables original thinking and 
research in the field.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the end of this module students must be able to:

-       Apply appropriate methodologies so as to carry out rigorous scientific research in languages and 
literatures.

-       Locate, manage and synthesise specialised bibliographic information in different languages and 
literatures, both in libraries and physical or online archives.

-       Demonstrate the correct use of computer tools, programs and applications applied to research in 
languages and literatures.

-       Explain and evaluate texts with scientific rigour from different contextual perspectives.

-       Use techniques for corpus compilation for future research.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Current debates in linguistic theory

1. Cognitive lingjuistics 
1.1 The theory of metaphor: how speakers classify reality 
1.2 Prototype theory and basic levels: if it looks like a rat, it must be a rabbit 
2. Speech Acts Theory:  is an old theory capable of solving new problems? 
3. Formulation theory: totally unworkable? 
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4. Relevance theory: basic communication 
5.The hermeneutics of the receiver: how is oral discourse constructed

2. Advanced techniques for research in languages

1. Scientific research 
1.1. The scientific method:  approaching and defining the problem, asking research questions, 
establishing hypothesis, types of hypothesis 
1.2. The scientific process: phases, central role of background literature and previous studies, research 
scope, limitations to research, types of scientific publications 
 
2. Quantitative Research methods 
2.1. Main features, tools and techniques for data gathering 
2.2. Sample types 
2.3. Analysis of results: validity and reliability 
2.4. Advantages and drawbacks 
 
3. Qualitative Research methods 
3.1. Main features, tools and techniques for data gathering 
3.2. Analysis of results: validity and reliability 
3.3. Advantages and drawbacks 
 
4. Mixed Methods 
4.1. Main features, tools and techniques for data gathering 
4.2. Analysis of results: validity and reliability 
4.3. Advantages and drawbacks

3. Current debates in literary theory

3.1. "Feminist" theory: Simone de Beauvoir and Judith Butler as a point of departure. 
3.2. Transnational feminism - power relations 
3.3. Study of intersectionality and its representation in literature (gender, ethnicity, social class). 
3.4. The "female gaze" and different forms of intersectionality.

4. Advanced techniques for research in literatures

4.1. Study of the theatrical historiographical presence of human, non-human or mechanical animal 
performer in the European post-dramatic spectacle, within the framework of 'Animal Studies' 
4.2. Articulation of the bioethical issues inherent to the staging of the live non-human animal in France, 
from 1977 to the present day 
4.3. Ethological manifestations identified in the staging of animals 
4.4. Semiotic reflection on the notion of theatrical authenticity in accordance with post-structuralist 
parameters
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WORKLOAD

ACTIVITY Hours % To be attended

Theory classes 65,00 100

Study and independent work 185,00 0

TOTAL 250,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

The classes will be organised according to the following teaching methodologies:

-       Lectures

-       Classroom practice

-       Search for literary sources

-       Reading and analysis of texts and sources

-       Presentation and debate

-       Elaboration of portfolios

EVALUATION

The evaluation may include class attendance, class presentations and practical activities and tasks 
submitted, in such a way that the acquisition of the established competences is guaranteed.

Both in class presentations and practical activities and tasks submitted, the teacher will evaluate how 
related their contents are to the topics covered in class, as well as the scientific rigour applied and the 
appropriate oral and written expression in their presentation. The teacher may ask for a written paper to 
be assessed. The paper length must not exceed from 5,000-6,000 words.

Students can re-submit their activities in a second call. Both individual and group presentations will be 
made individually in a date set by the teacher.

In order to be eligible for evaluation, students must attend 80% of the classes of each part of the module.

Each of the four parts of the subject is worth 25% of the student’s final mark.

If any plagiarism is detected, the overall mark will be a FAIL.
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