_ Course Guide
44408 Research techniques and methodologies: Text

COURSE DATA

Data Subject

Code 44408

Name Research techniques and methodologies: Text

Cycle Master's degree

ECTS Credits 10.0

Academic year 2023 - 2024

Study (s)

Degree Center Acad. Period

year

2207 - M.D. in Language and Literature Faculty of Philology, Translationand 1  First term
Research Communication

Subject-matter
Degree Subject-matter Character

2207 - M.D. in Language and Literature 1 - Techniques, methodologies and  Obligatory
Research ICT applied to research in languages
and literatures

Coordination
Name Department
MIRALLES |1 JORI, EULALIA 140 - Catalan

SUMMARY

The subject 44408 Resear ch techniques and methodologies: Text is part of the compulsory module
Techniques, methodologies and ICT applied to language and literature research. The aim of this module
isto acquire and develop research techniques and methodol ogies applied to awide variety of texts.

This module consists of four compulsory units, in which various competences related to those techniques
and methodologies are to be developed. Each competence focuses on specific problems and texts:

1. Orality and writing
2. Philological editing of texts
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3. Advanced literary commentary
4. Advanced linguistic commentary

The first subject (Orality and writing) introduces students to research in the interface between orality and
writing, the processes of textua fixation, taking the history of writing and the interaction between oral
and written literature as objects for study. The second subject (Philological editing of texts) provides an
introduction to Textual Criticism, understood as the study of the transmission of texts from awritten
work, and the rigorous and accurate application of this knowledge to the presentation of atext. The third
subject (Advanced literary commentary) introduces and devel ops research and interpretation procedures
applied to fiction, poetry or drama. The fourth subject (Advanced linguistic commentary) aims at
providing students with practical toolsin order to tackle the linguistic analysis of texts, taking an
integrative perspective that links the different levels of linguistic description (grammar, lexis, semantics
and pragmatics) to the communicative contexts where the acts of enunciation take place.

On successful completion of these modules, students will have acquired enough training to identify areas
of interest, topics and research fields within the domain of languages and literatures, or both at the same
time. Furthermore, they will have acquired, developed and applied different ways of approaching and
researching texts that allow them to select among various methodol ogies according to the object of
research chosen and their own judgement. The aim of this module is to provide students with enough
appropriate procedural and methodological knowledge to approach the module Advanced coursein
literary research.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

Relationship to other subjects of the same degree

There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.

Other requirements

Recommendations for all subjects in this module:

- A sufficient command of Spanish in order to comprehend the oral presentation of academic contents,
read all sorts of academic and literary texts and manage recommended bibliography.

- The acquisition of skills in, at least, another foreign language of international projection that will allow
students to read and use academic bibliography in that language.

OUTCOMES

2207 - M.D. in Language and Literature Research

- To acquire an interest in encouraging, through academic and professional concepts, the scientific,
social and cultural progress of a society based on the knowledge of the field of languages and
literatures.
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- To be capable of conceiving, designing and implementing a research process in the field of
languages and literatures with responsibility and scientific rigour.

- To be capable of contributing through monographs and works of analysis, and mainly through the
Masters thesis, to expanding the frontiers of knowledge by building up a corpus worthy of publication.

- To develop an ethical commitment, focusing on aspects such as gender equality, equality of
opportunities, values of culture of peace, democratic values and environmental and sustainability
issues, as well as the knowledge and appreciation of diversity and multiculturalism.

- To acquire the appropriate methodologies for scientific research in languages and literatures.

- To have a good command of the different techniques and methodologies for analysing and
interpreting complex texts from a formal and/or conceptual standpoint.

- To demonstrate the knowledge and skills necessary to carry out critical editions, bilingual editions and
translations of literary, philosophical, historic or scientific texts, doing so in one of languages studied
in the Masters Degree with the goal of providing a material basis for cross-sectional studies.

- Students should apply acquired knowledge to solve problems in unfamiliar contexts within their field
of study, including multidisciplinary scenarios.

- Students should be able to integrate knowledge and address the complexity of making informed
judgments based on incomplete or limited information, including reflections on the social and ethical
responsibilities associated with the application of their knowledge and judgments.

- Students should communicate conclusions and underlying knowledge clearly and unambiguously to
both specialized and non-specialized audiences.

- Students should demonstrate self-directed learning skills for continued academic growth.

- Students should possess and understand foundational knowledge that enables original thinking and
research in the field.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Orality and writing

Students must be able to:

- Identify textual fixation techniques

- Beableto analyse the interdependence rel ations between the oral and written text
Philological editing of texts

Students must be able to:

- apply techniques and methodologies for analysing and interpreting texts from aliterary work in
order to study how these are transmitted,;
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- apply the knowledge and skills required to carry out critical editions using one of the languages
studied in the Master’s Degree.

Advanced literary commentary
Students must be able:

- apply the appropriate techniques and methodol ogies for researching and interpreting aliterary text.
Those will be general or focused on some of its aspects, either intrinsic or external to the text;

- write up acommentary on aliterary text applying the results of its research.
Advanced linguistic commentary

Students must be able to:

- analysetextsfrom an integrative and global perspective;

- provide arguments based upon complex phenomena taking place in communication;

- identify the causes derived from the relationship between the language and the elements of
interaction in the linguistic manifestations.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Orality and writing

1.1. Oral culture and written culture. The first systems of textual fixation. Forms of scripture
1.2. Conversational analysis applied to literature
1.3. Theatrical dialogue vs. real dialogue: methodological and practical issues

2. Edicion filolégica de textos

2.1. Introduction to critical editing

Concepts (text, document, work, testimonies), phases, types of philological edition (facsimile, diplomatic,
critical -diplomatic-interpretative or regularized-, adapted), components of the critical edition (introductory
study, principles and criteria of edition, edited text, critical apparatus, abbreviations).

2.2. Analysis of the document and textual transmission

Palaeography, codicology, analytical bibliography; transcription criteria; collation of testimonies; types of
error; affiliation of testimonies in the stemma.

2.3. Preparation of the critical edition

Fixing the text, choice of the basic text, amendment criteria, the critical apparatus (typologies), editing
criteria (diplomatic-interpretative or regularization), annotation of the text; use of computer programmes.
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3. Advanced literary commentary

3. Introductory session: The text and its contexts. Different literary texts, examples and traditions.

3.1 Textual analysis: inner and outer structure. Approaches and theoretical and critical frameworks.

3.2 The legacy of Black America and its texts: (neo)slavery and the cultural matrix of the afrodiasporic
textual epistemology. Required readings: Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, by Harriet Jacobs.

3.3 Intertextuality and hybridism in the afrodescendant diaspora: from the Black Atlantic to Europe.
Required readings: texts from Agnés Agboton and Lucia Asué Mbomio

3.4 Textual Poetics of the transnational afrodiaspora: the literary palimpsest of Europe toward America
and back. Required reading: Derecho de admisién, Yeison F. Garcia

4. Advanced linguistic commentary

4.1. Discourse linguistic analysis and text commentary as a cross-disciplinary metalinguistic activity. Text
diversity. Theoretical paradigms and methodologies applied to discourse analysis.

4.2. The act of utterance and the pragmatic dimension of discourse. Textual adequacy. Deixis,
modalization and dicourse voices.

4.3. Textual coherence and cohesion (). Referential devices in the grammar-discourse interface.
Information structure.

4.4, Text coherence and cohesion (ll). The organizational levels of discourse. Discourse marking and
discourse markers.

WORKLOAD
ACTIVITY Hours % To be attended
Theory classes 65,00 100
Study and independent work 185,00 0
TOTAL| 250,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

Orality and writing

- Lectures: presentation of the theoretical framework behind the concepts of orality and writing.

- Classroom practice: application of theoretical concepts to case studies proposed in class.

- Presentation and debate: scheduled individual or group presentation of the students’ work on the texts in
the syllabus. Debate with the other students.

Philological edition of texts

- Eminently practical methodology: the student, guided by the teacher, will work deductively on the
theoretical concepts presented in class and the bibliography with the help of short exercises.

- Lectures: presentation of concepts, stages, types and criterialeading to the elaboration of a philological
edition.

- Reading and analysis of texts and sources: reading of texts to strengthen the contents presented, text
anaysisfor exercises.
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Advanced literary commentary

- Lectures: presentation of research and interpretation methodologies for literary texts with aview to the
elaboration of acommentary. Presentation of the worksin the syllabus.

- Classroom practice: practical work on the worksin the syllabus.

- Reading and analysis of the works in the syllabus and their basic bibliography.

- Presentation and debate: scheduled presentations, either individual or group, on the student’s work on
the texts in the syllabus. Debate with the other students.

Advanced linguistic commentary

- Lecturesto discuss theoretical concepts.

- Practical classes applying the concepts to textual analysis.

- Practical classes for group discussion and debate of the proposed readings.

- Student presentations: each student will present the analysis of atext related to one of the aspects of the
programme.

EVALUATION

The assessment criteriawill be as follows:

- Active class participation 50%
- Assessment of written assignment 50%
1) Classparticipation

- Class participation will consist of the students' scheduled presentations, either individual or group,
on topics related to the course being taught, in each of the modules. Early in the year, the presentation
modality in each module will be pointed out. These presentations will be assessed in terms of contents,
formal aspects and oral skills. In this case, software skills (word processor and slide presentation) will
also be assessed.

- Thestudent’s participation in the topic selected for the module project can deal with that project.

- The student’s presentation must be submitted in written form, in a date set by the teacher. The
written assignment must be 3-4 pages in length (4,500-6,000 characters approximately); in the case of
presentations, the number of slides must be included in its planning.

- Theaverage mark, taking into account all four subjects, will be worth 50% of the module. In order
to calculate that average, it is compulsory to participate in every subject and obtain at least 4/10 in each of
them. In any case, it is necessary to obtain an average mark in class participation equal to or greater than
5 to pass this module.
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2) Written paper
- Students must submit awritten paper for one of the units, which will be freely chosen.

- The paper will be between 20 and 25 pages in length, including footnotes and bibliography
(approximately between 44,000 and 55,500 characters with spaces; 1.5 line spacing; Times New Roman
font). It will be submitted in two formats: on paper, in the mailbox of the lecturer responsible for the
work, and, in addition, in a pdf file, in the Virtual Classroom.

- Schedule. Students must choose atopic before a date set for that matter and communicate their
decision both to the coordinator and the teacher of the subject chosen. The deadline for submission of
assignments will be communicated. It is compulsory for the student to attend at least a tutorial with that
teacher while the assignment is under preparation.

- The student must present that assignment if the teacher requests so.

- Theevauation will consider aspects characteristic of aresearch project, as well as presentation and
grammatical accuracy.

- Themark obtained will be worth 50% of the final mark.
- Assignments not submitted within their due date and manner will not be accepted.
3) Final mark and calls

- Themarks obtained both in class participation and the assignment will determine the average mark.
The average will be only calculated if the student has obtained 5/10 in each of the activities.

- Themarksobtained in al exercises, either from aunit or amodule, will be kept for the second call.
All exercises can be repeated in the second call. Should a unit exercise include a classroom activity, either
individual or group, the teacher will point out which activity must be repeated for the re-sit.

Any plagiarism detected in the exercises will result in afail.

In addition, it is necessary to attend at |east 80% of the classes in each subject in order to be eligible for
evaluation.
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