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SUMMARY

The analysis of reality is fundamental in the process of intervention. This principle, which has defined the
Social Sciencesin general and Social Work in particular since its origins, has become increasingly more
prominent as aresult of new and complex social problems that arise with postmodernism. In this effort to
understand the changing world fits this module. Research is the means to create knowledge, to investigate
the causes and characteristics of new social situations. But research not only provides Social Sciences and
Social Work thinking before acting, but also during and after the action, which is especially useful asyou
can afford to

generate their own theories and methods from analysis and practical reflection. To improve the
effectiveness of the practices, policies and programs of Social Sciences and Social Work requires
methodological procedures and techniques to provide systematic research and resources. The research
ultimately means keeping a reflective dial ogue with the situation, worrying about the analysis

of problems and the search for evidence on the effectiveness of the intervention. Under these premises,
the subject of “Research Methods and Techniques’ aims to broaden the knowledge they have acquired
during undergraduate studies. |s a specialization that helpsto renew and perfect the skillsto analyze
increasingly complex social reality and thereby strengthen the use of research in the field of social

43768 Research methodology applied to social sciences 1



VNIVERSITAT G D VALENCIA

Course Guide
43768 Research methodology applied to social
sciences

R

intervention.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

Relationship to other subjects of the same degree

There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.

Other requirements

Not required.

OUTCOMES

2170 - M.U. en Bienestar Social: Intervencién Fam. 13-V.2

Students should communicate conclusions and underlying knowledge clearly and unambiguously to
both specialized and non-specialized audiences.

Students should possess and understand foundational knowledge that enables original thinking and
research in the field.

Be able to access to information tools in other areas of knowledge and use them properly.

Buscar y seleccionar informacion en bases de datos y documentos de cardcter cientifico y
profesional vinculados con la intervencién familiar, y tener capacidad para sintetizarla e interpretarla.

Desarrollar la capacidad para analizar nuevos problemas de forma rigurosa y sistematica.

Desarrollar la capacidad para desarrollar procesos de investigacion que contribuyan a generar
avances en el conocimiento.

Desarrollar la capacidad de iniciativa, pensamiento critico y creatividad.

Profundizar en el conocimiento de la complejidad y la diversidad de formas de vida y de vinculos en
las familias.

Capacidad de formular y ejecutar proyectos de investigacion en el ambito del bienestar social y los
contextos familiares aplicando nuevas metodologias.

Aprender a desarrollar el tipo de disefio de investigacion que sea mas adecuado al problema de
investigacion complejo que afecta al contexto familiar.

Utilizar técnicas y herramientas (software) para el analisis cualitativo y cuantitativo avanzado de
datos de investigacion en estudios con familias, adolescentes y jévenes.

Saber interpretar los resultados derivados de la aplicacién de técnicas y herramientas (software) de
andlisis de datos tanto cuantitativas como cualitativas en estudios con familias, adolescentes y
jovenes.

Saber integrar los modelos y técnicas de investigacion actuales en los distintos niveles de
intervencion vinculados con el &mbito familiar.
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- Aprender a disefiar proyectos de investigacion avanzados que aborden la complejidad social y
familiar, especificando las distintas fases y la metodologia de investigacion aplicada.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

To improve the effectiveness of the practices, policies and programsin the Social Sciences, particularly in
Social Work, there are required

methodological procedures and techniques that provide systematic research and resources. The research
ultimately means keeping a reflective dialogue with the situation, worrying about the analysis of
problems and the search for evidence on the effectiveness of the intervention.

Under these premises, the subject of Research Methodology applied to Social Sciencesis a specialization
that helps renew and refine skills for

increasingly complex analysis of social reality and thus strengthen the use of research in the field of
socia intervention. The result of the learning process involves:

- Understanding of the research process
- Understanding and ability to design the methodology phases of a project
- Training in knowledge of secondary data sources

- Training in research techniques applied to the Social Sciences, and in
particular to Social Work

-Acquisition of skillsin quantitative and qualitative techniques of analysis

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Introduction to advanced research in Social Work and Social Sciences applied to the field of
social welfare and family contexts

-The utility of research in Social Work and in Social Sciences
-The scientific method and the types of research

2. Definition of complex research projects in Social Work and Social Sciences

-Methodology and research perspectives
-Phases of research project

43768 Research methodology applied to social sciences 3



Course Guide
43768 Research methodology applied to social
sciences

3. Current trends in Social Work and Social Sciences with application to advanced research

-" Evidence-Based Practice": Model Bases.
-From Medicine to Social Work

4. Data sources for national and international research in Social Work and Social Sciences, and
its application to the field of social welfare and family

-Secondary sources
-Databases with research in Social Work and Social Sciences

5. New models for the development of research projects and reports in Social Work and Social
Sciences

-Considerations and basic components
-Proposal writing and research reports

6. The logic of advanced quantitative research applied to the field of Social Work and Social
Sciences

- The quantitative method: historical origins and underlying principles.
- The preliminary quantitative research: research organization, operationalization of concepts and
selection of observation units.

7. Obtaining information on advanced quantitative research and its application to the study of
social welfare and family contexts

- The production of survey data using
- Scales of attitudes
- The Delphi technique

8. Quantitative data analysis techniques: descriptive and bivariate inferential statistics and their
application to the field of social welfare and family

- Variables: definition, types and measurement scales.

- Measures of central tendency and variability.

- Basic concepts of statistical inference. Hypothesis testing.
- Parametric hypothesis testing.

- Nonparametric hypothesis testing.
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9. Quantitative data analysis techniques: multivariate statistics and their application to the field
of social welfare and family

-Basic concepts of multivariate statistical techniques.

- Classification of multivariate statistical techniques: dependence and interdependence methods.

- Principal methods of dependence: factorial techniques.

- Principal methods of interdependence: Regression analysis; discriminant analysis; multiple analysis of
variance.

10. Use of tools (software) for quantitative analysis of data: SPSS (Statistical Package for Social
Sciences)

- Creating databases: data matrix and definition of variables.

- Implementation of descriptive analysis and contrast key assumptions (normality, homogeneity of
variance)

- Implementation of inferential statistical techniques, univariate, bivariate and multivariate

11. Qualitative research applied to the context of the family. New methodological models to learn
how to look and listen.

- An approach to qualitative techniques.

- Fieldwork: observe, listen, read and write.

- Participant observation and field book

- Group interviews, discussion groups and life histories

ACTIVITY Hours % To be attended
Theory classes 70,00 100
Theoretical and practical classes 32,50 100
Computer classroom practice 10,00 100
Development of group work 65,00 0
Development of individual work 66,00 0
Preparation of evaluation activities 131,50 0
TOTAL| 375,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

43768 Research methodology applied to social sciences 5



Course Guide
43768 Research methodology applied to social
sciences

=5

3

VNIVERSITAT G D VALENCIA

Teaching methods combine theoretical discussion with practical teaching, both perspectives exist between
alogic continuity and complementarity. In order that the learning process would be more active, a climate
of participation of the students in the classroom will be

enhance. The seminars and other activities provide a complement of some contents of the agenda.

Teaching methodology:

-MDZ1: Theory, participatory lecture.

-MD2: Discussion of articles and other readings.
-MD3: Resolution of case studies.

-MD4: Debate or discussion.

-MD5: Working Group.

-MD6: Search and analysis of documentation.

EVALUATION

SE1 - Attending classes as a prerequisite for evaluation and must cover a minimum percentage of sessions
(90%). Below this minimum, unless good cause, the student will not be evaluated. Weight on the final
score: 10%

SE9 - Design of aresearch project. Weight on the final score: 25%
SE10 - Practical exercises. Weight on the final score: 65%

REFERENCES
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ADDENDUM COVID-19

This addendum will only be activated if the health situation requires so and with the prior
agreement of the Governing Council

1. Continguts/ Contenidos

Respecto alos temas desarrollados después de la suspension no ha sido necesario realizar ningin cambio
respecto al contenido de la asignatura. Se mantienen |os contenidos programados.

2. Volumen detrabajo y planificacién temporal de la docencia

No hay ninguna modificacion respecto a volumen y planificacion de la docencia. Se ha respetado el peso
y volumen en cadatema. La planificacion de la asignatura prevé desde €l inicio del curso el volumen de
trabajo que se propone al aumnado y que se detallaen e aulavirtual.

3. Metodologia docente

Ladocencia presencial se ha sustituido por videotutoriales de los temas af ectados que se han subido al
aulavirtual delaasignaturay la utilizacion de la herramienta Blackboard Collaborate tanto paralas
tutorias como paralaimparticion de determinados contenidos teméticos de la asignatura.

4. Evaluacion

Laasignatura sigue el método de evaluacién continua por |o que no precisarealizar ningin cambio. La
ponderacion de la eval uacion sobre cada tema tampoco ha sufrido cambio alguno respecto ala
planificacion inicial de laasignatura.

El profesorado podra requerir entrevistas individuales o en pequefio grupo mediante videoconferencia
paraverificar el grado de participacion y la consecucion de los objetivos que se persigan en cualquier
sistema de evaluacion. Declinar esta verificacion por parte del estudiante supondré no superar la
evaluacion en cuestion

5. Bibliografia

Sin cambios.
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