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COURSE DATA

Data Subject

Code 43490

Name Research in didactics of social sciences: history

Cycle Master's degree

ECTS Credits 7.0

Academic year 2023 - 2024

Study (s)

Degree Center Acad. 
year

Period

2157 - M.D. in Research in Subject 
Didactics 

Faculty of Teacher Training 1 First term

3112 - Specific Didactics Doctoral School 0 First term

Subject-matter

Degree Subject-matter Character

2157 - M.D. in Research in Subject 
Didactics 

10 - Research in didactics of social 
sciences 

Optional

3112 - Specific Didactics 1 - Complementos de Formación Optional

Coordination

Name Department

FUERTES MUÑOZ, CARLOS 90 - Methodology of experimental and social 
sciences 

PARRA MONSERRAT, DAVID 90 - Methodology of experimental and social 
sciences 

SAIZ SERRANO, JORGE 90 - Methodology of experimental and social 
sciences 

SUMMARY

This subject, integrated into Module 6 of the Master's Degree in Research in Specific Didactics and 
framed in the specialty of Didactics of the Social Sciences, aims to offer postgraduate students a set of 
information, approaches, tools and materials that them allow research in the Didactics of History in order 
to promote innovation and the development of a critical teaching model that improves the quality of the 
school system.
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In this sense, it is expected to contribute to better educational research on the construction of knowledge. 
historical, about the incidence of the diverse currents epistemological/historiographical in teaching, on the 
contents and approaches of textbooks and other curricular materials, or on the importance of the 
spontaneous conceptions of students and teachers in relation to historical and sociocultural identities, 
citizen education or the configuration of discourses and representations of great importance to understand 
the world and give it meaning.

 

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

Relationship to other subjects of the same degree

There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.

Other requirements

It is recommended that students who enroll in this subject master the basic concepts of the discipline 
historical, already that is impossible investigate in didactics of the History without this requirement. For 
this reason, students will be required to have completed a Degree in History, Art History or Geography. 
or who has developed these contents in other Degrees such as those of Teacher in Early Childhood or 
Primary Education.

OUTCOMES

2157 - M.D. in Research in Subject Didactics 

- Students should apply acquired knowledge to solve problems in unfamiliar contexts within their field 
of study, including multidisciplinary scenarios.

- Students should be able to integrate knowledge and address the complexity of making informed 
judgments based on incomplete or limited information, including reflections on the social and ethical 
responsibilities associated with the application of their knowledge and judgments.

- Students should communicate conclusions and underlying knowledge clearly and unambiguously to 
both specialized and non-specialized audiences.

- Students should demonstrate self-directed learning skills for continued academic growth.

- Create spaces for research and learning with special attention to equity, emotional and values 
education, equal rights and opportunities between men and women, citizenship training and respect 
for human rights that facilitate life in society, decision-making and the construction of a sustainable 
future.

- Evaluate current research problems on teaching or learning in the fields of knowledge characteristic 
of Specific Didactics.



Course Guide 
43490 Research in didactics of social sciences: 

history

43490 Research in didactics of social sciences: history 3

- Synthesise historical, epistemological and ontological aspects associated with the emergence and 
evolution of research in Specific Didactics.

- Synthesise relevant research problems on learning or teaching in the disciplines belonging to Specific 
Didactics.

- Search and synthesise information on research results in bibliographic, material, virtual, etc. 
repertoires useful to support a new research project.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

- It is expected that students become familiar with the current situation of research in the didactics of 
Social Sciences, especially in the didactics of History, so that they know the main debates in the area and 
can build solid theoretical frameworks that underpin their research. 
- It is expected that students know how to use educational research knowledge to generate instruments 
and analytical frameworks that contribute to the improvement of historical education at different 
educational levels. 
- It is expected that students acquire the knowledge and competencies necessary to understand the process 
of constructing historical knowledge in the school system and to assess the impact of various 
epistemological, psycho-pedagogical and methodological currents, as well as different curricular 
resources and materials, on the teaching/learning of history and the formation of a critical citizenship.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Practices, uses, and representations of History Education

1.1. The representation of a school subject as an object of study: History 
1.2. Social representations and school memory: the reasons behind memories, forgetfulness, and 
silences 
1.3. Formulating didactic research based on interviews 
1.4. Qualitative analysis of discourses on History

2. Theoretical and methodological foundations of research using textbooks and narratives of 
students and teacher trainees: the example of historical thinking and national identities

2.1. The place of research in Didactics of History: epistemological challenges and disciplinary 
weaknesses. 
2.2. Theoretical foundations in historical thinking skills and school History. 
2.3. Theoretical foundations in national identities and school History. 
2.4. School history textbooks: strategies and resources in quantitative and qualitative methodology. 
2.5. Narratives and questionnaires in students and future teachers: strategies and resources in 
quantitative and qualitative methodology.
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3. Conflictive topics in the teaching of history as an object of research

3.1. "Conflictive" historical topics: definitions and issues in educational research. 
3.2. School context and students' perspectives on conflictive historical topics. 
3.3. Teachers' perspectives on conflictive historical topics.

WORKLOAD

ACTIVITY Hours % To be attended

Theory classes 42,00 100

Study and independent work 133,00 0

TOTAL 175,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

The methodology be own of the investigation scientific. In first place, we will select a problem in 
relationship with the interests of the student body and the odds of development in he time established and 
the capabilities of the course management. The problems, therefore, will be related to the contents that 
will be developed in the module.

He student body will have of a selection of readings that must carry out for contextualize the investigation 
didactics. A time read out of the classroom these articles and chapters, HE will debate theoretical 
formulations that can help solve problems.

EVALUATION

The evaluation supposes a process of judgments to improve the investigation developed by the student 
body, but also has as aim qualify their skills for develop it in he future. Therefore, the following will be 
taken into account:

 The completion, throughout the course, of various tests or individual theoretical-practical 
activities. In particular, a theoretical-practical test or activity will be carried out at the end of the 
sessions. of each teacher, the which will serve for apply the knowledge theorists worked and the 
skills acquired in previous sessions. [80%]

•

The involvement and effort manifested throughout the different non-recoverable sessions , 
valuing especially the reading understanding of the texts indicated that HE will demonstrate 
through oral participation in the classroom. [20%]

•

 He student body that No attend of manner regular to class No will choose to the assessment keep going 
and will perform a final test that will include the learning objectives and the syllabus provided in the 
teaching guide for the subject. The answers to the questions posed will be duly argued, with 
bibliographical references and will contemplate all the theoretical-practical learning taught in the subject. 
For the first and second calls, the grading of the tasks will be maintained.
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