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COURSE DATA

Data Subject

Code 36625

Name Informative genres

Cycle Grade

ECTS Credits 6.0

Academic year 2023 - 2024

Study (s)

Degree Center Acad. 
year

Period

1334 - Degree in Journalism Faculty of Philology, Translation and 
Communication 

1 First term

Subject-matter

Degree Subject-matter Character

1334 - Degree in Journalism 7 - Información periodística y su 
tecnología 

Obligatory

Coordination

Name Department

PALAU SAMPIO, MARIA DOLORES 340 - Language Theory and Communication 
Sciences 

SUMMARY

The subject Information Genres is part of the compulsory training module, together with other subjects 
such as Communication Technologies I and II, Interpretative Genres, Journalistic Genres of Opinion, 
Digital Journalism and Dissemination of Scientific and Technological Information. 
Its development will be coordinated with the subject taught in the Foundations of Journalism, 
Interpretative Genres, Journalistic Genres of Opinion and Communication Technologies, especially given 
the context of multimedia convergence. This educational integration helps students to become familiar 
with the different genres and languages of the different media, but also to know how to adapt the same 
information to each case, from traditional to digital media.
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PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

Relationship to other subjects of the same degree

There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.

Other requirements

Relación con otras asignaturas de la misma titulación 
No hay restricciones de matrícula respeta a otros asignaturas del plan de estudios. 
Otros tipos de requisitos 
Los alumnos que se matriculan de la asignatura no tendrán que tener unas competencias especiales 
previas ,más allá del uso correcto de las dos lenguas oficiales en la Comunidad Valenciana, un nivel 
básico de alfabetización digital y una capacidad crítica y seguimiento de la información de actualidad 
que permita contextualizar los acontecimien

OUTCOMES

1334 - Degree in Journalism 

- Students must have acquired knowledge and understanding in a specific field of study, on the basis of 
general secondary education and at a level that includes mainly knowledge drawn from advanced 
textbooks, but also some cutting-edge knowledge in their field of study.

- Students must be able to apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner 
and have acquired the competences required for the preparation and defence of arguments and for 
problem solving in their field of study.

- Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (usually in their field of study) to 
make judgements that take relevant social, scientific or ethical issues into consideration.

- Students should be able to work as a team, communicate their own ideas and integrate themselves 
into group projects aimed at achieving results.

- Students should be able to adapt to technological and socio-occupational changes.

- Students should be able to obtain and select relevant information and sources in order to solve 
problems and elaborate on strategies.

- Students should be able to express themselves fluently and effectively in their own languages, as well 
as in a third language (preferably English), taking advantage of the linguistic and literary resources 
that are most appropriate for the different forms of media.

- Students must be able to reasonably propose ideas from the basics of rhetoric, as well as to 
communicate through the techniques of persuasion.
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LEARNING OUTCOMES

Demonstrate the capacity and ability to perform the main journalistic tasks and to use information 
and communication technologies and techniques.

•

Identify the particularities of the news item, the chronicle, the report and the interview.•
Illustrate the evolution of genres nowadays and the new reality of the media with the mixture of 
different genres.

•

Cite the different genres, achieving through individual and group practice a suitable writing and 
structure with the time and space assigned for each of the works requested.

•

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1.  Journalism and the interpretation of current affairs

1.1. Journalism as a method of interpreting reality 
1.2. Objectivity and impartiality 
1.3. The media as mediators. Social constructionism

2. Right to information and accountability 

3. 

4.  The information sources

5. The news production process. Routines and phases of journalistic work

5.1. What are production routines? 
5.2. Stages of the production process: research, selection and prioritisation, and writing and editing. 
5.3. From print to digital writing: changes and evolution.

6. Journalistic genres

6.1. Introduction to the theory of journalism genres 
6.2. Definition and functions of genres 
6.3. From classical theory to alternatives
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7. Classification of informative-interpretative texts. Introduction

7.1. Chronicle, Feature, Interview, Profile

8. Classification of journalistic opinion texts. Introduction

8.1. Critique, The column, The opinion article, The editorial

9. Analysis of good professional practice

9.1. Dimensions of journalistic quality for quality journalism 
9.2. Uncertainties, risks and threats 
9.3. Investigating and explaining a complex and ever-changing world 
9.4. International benchmarking models and new practices and tools (fact checking, data journalism, 
etc.).

10. Analysis seminars

WORKLOAD

ACTIVITY Hours % To be attended

Computer classroom practice 40,00 100

Theory classes 20,00 100

Attendance at events and external activities 5,00 0

Development of group work 25,00 0

Readings supplementary material 20,00 0

Preparing lectures 20,00 0

Preparation of practical classes and problem 15,00 0

Resolution of case studies 5,00 0

TOTAL 150,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

The methodology for teaching News Genders combines three types of activities:

 
1) Theoretical classes: explanation of the theoretical contents. These will be carried out on the basis of 
lectures and through student participation in the sessions, with analysis of practical cases and debate on 
the proposed concepts.



Course Guide 
36625 Informative genres

36625 Informative genres 5

 
2) Practical classes: elaboration of informative pieces by the students.

 
3) Readings: based on the reading of a book, students will have to carry out a reading test.

EVALUATION

- First sitting:The evaluation of the subject has three different parts: 
1) Theory: through a written exam (test type) the knowledge acquired in the theory sessions will be 
assessed. 
2) Readings: Students will have to read and work on one or two books that deal with different aspects of 
journalism, from the foundations to the critical reflection of the current situation of the profession. From 
this exercise, students will have to carry out an exam on the reading. 
3) Individual and group practical exercises based on questions linked to the theoretical content. 
Attendance is compulsory and the theoretical knowledge will be put into practice through the writing of 
informative pieces and the monitoring of the entire production process. In order to be assessed, the 
practicals must be handed in by the deadline indicated by the teacher. 
 
TYPE OF ASSESSMENT % OF FINAL MARKA) Individual written exam: 25 %.B) Practical work: 50 
%. C) Essays on compulsory readings: 10%.D) Class participation and seminar attendance: 15 %. 

 
*In order to pass the course as a whole, it is necessary to achieve at least 40% of the mark in each of the 
assessed parts.

CRITERIA

1) Theoretical part: The ability to synthesise, critique and analyse concepts and theoretical aspects raised 
in the course will be assessed. 
2) Practical part: The writing of news according to news criteria; the ability to analyse and search for 
news aspects, according to the criteria of newsworthiness; the search for sources of information in own 
news; the expression and correction of the language; the use of different languages depending on the 
media; innovation in the design of communicative strategies will be assessed. 
3) Participation and attendance: Involvement in seminar activities and monitoring of news topics will be 
assessed, in addition to weekly attendance at class time.

 
- Second sitting:The course will be evaluated taking into account three parts with the following 
proportions 
A) Individual written exam (questions to be developed): 25%. 
B) Practical work: 60% (the practical work done in class will be replaced by a practical part in the final 
exam, based on the materials provided by the teacher). 
C) Examination on compulsory readings: 15%.



Course Guide 
36625 Informative genres

36625 Informative genres 6

Attention:

Intellectual honesty is vital in academic communities, and for the fair assessment of student work. All 
work submitted for this course must be original authorship. Papers that make use of fraudulent 
collaboration or composition with the help of artificial intelligence (ChatGPT or others) will not be 
accepted.

In the case of plagiarism in a student's assessment work, this may be marked with a numerical grade of 
zero and lead to the suspension of the course, regardless of the disciplinary procedure that may be 
initiated and, if applicable, the appropriate sanction in accordance with current legislation. 

The following will also be considered serious misconduct and, therefore, may result in immediate 
suspension from the exam session: copying or facilitating the copying of work among undergraduate 
students; irregularly accessing or appropriating in advance the content of a test or exam; facilitating or 
procuring the appropriation, alteration or subsequent destruction of the content or results of an assessable 
activity and impersonation of the person in exams. When the serious misconduct mentioned in this point 
is detected, the teacher must notify the Grade Coordination. 

The presentation of work and/or exams with spelling or typographical mistakes and/or errors in syntax, 
coherence or writing will be penalised and may lead to the suspension of the exam.
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