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SUMMARY

In this course, we will examine some crucial ontological questions concerning experiences of harm such
astorture, Auschwitz and sexual agression. We will explore, among others, questions related to (a) the
three poles of torture, (b) the concept of force and living dead, (¢) harm and the formation of the subject,
(d) harm and attention. For this purpose, we will discuss the testimony of survivors as well as works of
fiction based on the views of Elaine Scarry, Simone Weil, Bernard Williams, Barry Stroud and Judith
Butler.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE
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Relationship to other subjects of the same degree

There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.

Other requirements

A general philosophical background is required, though it will have been acquired, presumably, in the
previous years of the Philosophy Degree.

OUTCOMES

1012 - Degree in Philosophy

- Be able to communicate professionally both orally and in writing in the Universitat de Valéncia's native
languages.

- Be able to obtain information from different primary and secondary sources.

- Acquire the capacity to pose and solve problems, as well as to make decisions, in a limited time.
- Be able to convey information, ideas, problems and solutions to others (experts or not).

- Have critical and self-critical capacity.

- Know how to work in a team avoiding gender discrimination.

- Be respectful of difference and plurality and avoid gender discrimination.

- Develop innovation and creativity.

- Relate problems, ideas, schools and traditions.

- Accurately describe the results of the analysis of controversial and complex problems.

- ldentify and evaluate clearly and rigorously the arguments presented either in texts or orally.

- Acquire the learning skills needed to undertake further studies with an increasing degree of
autonomy.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the end of this course, students should be able to draw a conceptual map of the debates around the
main problems dealt with in the course.

They should also be able to write, in awell-ordered and coherent way, about the main lines of the
aforementioned debates.

Finally, they should be able to continue, on their own, with the study of the subjects dealt with during the
course.
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DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. The structure of torture (Elaine Scarry i Jean Améry).

Visibility and invisibility. The language of agency. The role of interrogation. The loss of confidence in the
world.

2. Force, void and agency (Simone Weil).

Death in life. The wheel of fortune. The needs of the soul. The void and the logic of compensation.
Attention and obedience.

3. Practical necessity and the boundaries of the human (Bernard Williams).

lagos motive. lvans strange sensation. Austerlitzs obliteration.

4. The experience of harm and the metaphysics of the self (Barry Stroud, Bernard Williams).

The divided conception of the self and self-transformation. Evidence and ethical claims. A relational view
of our agency. To live.

5. Gender, war and address (Judith Butler).

Performativity and citation. Regulatory ideal and abjection. Imitation and re-idealisation. A life to live.
Apprehension and recognition.

WORKLOAD

ACTIVITY Hours % To be attended
Theory classes 30,00 100
Seminars 15,00 100
Tutorials 5,00 100
Development of individual work 30,00
Study and independent work 40,00
Readings supplementary material 30,00

TOTAL| 150,00
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VNIVERSITAT G D VALENCIA

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

Presentation by the lecturer, with possible students' participation.

Students’ participation and, in general, of al those present in order to discuss the points of view
presented.

Personal interviews or electronic consultations to agree on the students' autonomous work and
requirements for its elaboration, and to monitor its evolution.

Personal interview of the agentsinvolved or electronic consultation (viavirtual classroom, e-mail, blogs,
etc.).

Presentation of the agents involved with the possible students' participation, and a students’ written
report.

EVALUATION

First call:

The theoretical part will be assessed by means of a critical essay on one of the theories addressed in the
theory classes.

The practical part will be assessed through the completion of the classroom tasks proposed by the
lecturers or by means of an essay or text commentary. These activities will not be recoverable and the
mark obtained will be maintained.

The theoretical part will account for 70% of the final grade while the practical part will represent 30%.
Second call:

The evaluation will be done through afinal written assignment on the whole Theory syllabus which will
determine 70% of the final grade.

Note: Plagiarism is a very serious offence, inadmissible at the university. Cases of plagiarism will be
penalised with afail in the corresponding exam session, in addition to other possible sanctions provided
for by the university regulations.

Fraudulent performance in the of evaluation tests and plagiarism in any evaluation work will be
considered in accordance with the ACGUV 108/2017 and ACGUV 123/2020 regulation. The use of
technologies (including Al), which is not previously authorised by the teaching staff, to create assessment
materials will mean that these will not be considered as self-authored and will be treated according to
current regulations.
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