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COURSE DATA

Data Subject

Code 35341

Name American literature I: from the origins to the 19th century

Cycle Grade

ECTS Credits 6.0

Academic year 2019 - 2020

Study (s)

Degree Center Acad. Period

year

1000 - Degree in English Studies Faculty of Philology, Translationand 2  First term
Communication

Subject-matter

Degree Subject-matter Character

1000 - Degree in English Studies 8 - Literature of the United States Obligatory

Coordination
Name Department
LLACER LLORCA, VICENTE EUSEBIO 155 - English and German

SUMMARY

This courseis an overview of the origins of the literature of the United States as reflected in the work and
lives of the most relevant authors of the early colonial period and its further development in the 18t and
19th centuries, with particular attention to the various religious, political and cultural phenomena that
have produced the contemporary American character.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

Relationship to other subjects of the same degree

There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.
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Other requirements

OUTCOMES

1000 - Degree in English Studies

The ability to assimilate knowledge in the field of linguistics and literary and cultural studies based on
specialized textbooks and also comprising aspects of the most recent advances in the field.

The ability to clearly define and defend ones points of view and to resolve problems within the area of
linguistic and literary and cultural studies.

The ability to gather and interpret relevant data in order to make judgements concerning scientific,
social or ethical issues with an appropriate respect for the defence of Human Rights.

The acquisition of learning skills that will enable students to go on successfully to further specialized
study.

The ability to find, handle and synthesize bibliographical information and information from databases
and other electronic tools, including the use of Internet.

The ability to identify movements, periods, genres, authors and works in various English-language
literatures and to recognize their aesthetic conventions, modes of production and reception and their
place within the traditions of western and world literatures.

Familiarity with the various approaches and methods in literary theory and criticism and how they can
be applied.

Knowledge of the various techniques and methods of analysis of literary texts in English and the
ability to apply them to a variety of texts.

The development of the critical ability to characterize, explain, interpret and assess literary texts in
English and to relate them to their respective literary and historical contexts, and to apply this ability
within a comparative perspective.

The ability to identify problems and research issues and evaluate their relevance in the area of
English studies.

The ability to compare and contrast different aspects of studies in language and literature and relate
these studies with other areas and disciplines.

The development of an ethical approach to issues such as gender equality, equal opportunity,
democratic values, non-violence, environmental and sustainability problems as well as awareness of
linguistic and cultural diversity.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Having successfully completed this course, students will be able to:
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1. apply concepts and knowledge related with the esthetic conventions, evolution, modes of production
and the reception of works, genres and movementsin North American literature to the following learning
outcomes,

2. identify passages from literary works they have read during the course or seenin class
3. evauate the meaning and significance of these passages within their respective works
4. write a stylistic commentary on a passage or a short text

5. explicate, interpret or criticize aliterary text from the United States using various methodological
approaches.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Colonial Period and Puritanism

2. Enlightenment and Revolution

3. The Nascent Republic

4. Resistance, Romanticism, and Rapprochement

ACTIVITY Hours % To be attended
Theory classes 60,00 100
Attendance at events and external activities 2,00 0
Development of group work 20,00 0
Study and independent work 58,00 0
Preparation of evaluation activities 10,00 0

TOTAL| 150,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY
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Theory-based classes: This subject will be structured around lecture classes that aim to provide the
necessary historical and cultural context for each movement or period under consideration, and
commentary and group discussion of representative texts included in the reading list.

Practical classes. Group discussion of all representative texts of each unit.

Activein-class participation is an important component of the class. Active participation consistsin
coming to class prepared to actively participate in discussions and other in-class activities. The students
will have adossier (required for all students) with primary source texts, which they will be expected to
read on their own before class. In class, the teacher will ask alist of questions on the reading assigned for
the day. Students will debate in groups and later there will be a class debate. At the end of the class, the
groups will hand in (signed by all studentsin the group) the results of their debate, which will also serve
as control of attendance, and may also count for a percentage of the 20% of the final mark.

EVALUATION

Assessment in the FIRST and SECOND CALLS:
a) Individual written examination: 80%
b) Practical written tests, essays. 20%

No marks achieved in the exam and practical test will be carried over to the retake.
Assessment Criteria
The written examination will evaluate both theoretical and practical aspects of the course: in order
to assess the student’ s assimilation of knowledge and concepts imparted during lectures and

1.1
2.2. toassess her/his understanding of and critical response to texts studied in class as reflected in
the ability to manage the appropriate methods and techniques of analysis

OPTIONAL ESSAY (Substitutes second part of Written Examination, 20%)

Select ONE of these possibilitiesin responseto TEXTS read in class. (see deadlines)
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Option 1

Select ONE text read in class, and choose AN IMAGE (picture, etching, photograph) which illustratesits
content. Write around 750 words explaining the correspondence between the text and the image.
(deadline November 18th)

Option 2

Select ONE AUTHOR studied in class and write an interview with her/him. Y ou should ask around 7
guestions showing your in-depth analysis about a certain aspect of her/hiswork and its period of
composition. Write around 750 words. (deadline November 18)

Option 3

Think about any ORAL PRESENTATION related to this subject that you may find interesting for the
rest of the class and communicate your project in advance (before October 181 to your lecturer. (about
15 min.-one student / 25 min.-two students).

The ability to communicate at the B2 (CEFR level) isrequired to pass the course as awhole. Students
whose written and/or oral communication display errors that are not consistent with the above level will
fail the module regardless of their performance related to the course contents.

Plagiarism will not be tolerated; it is a serious academic offence. Any student who is found to have
plagiarised his’her work will face serious consegquences which could lead to failing the whole subject.

REFERENCES

Basic

- TEXTBOOK: Elena Ortells (ed.) American Literature from its Origins to the Nineteenth Century: A
Reader. Valencia: JPM Ediciones, 2016.

Bercovitch, Sacvan (gen. ed.). The Cambridge History of American Literature. Vol. 1 1590-1820. New
York, Cambridge University Press, 1995.

------ . The Cambridge History of American Literature. Vol. 2 1820-1865. New York, Cambridge
University Press, 1995.

Bradbury, Malcom. From Puritanism to Postmodernism: A History of American Literature. Malcolm
Bradbury & Richard Ruland. London, 1991.
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Elliott, Emory, et. al. (ed. ) The Columbia Literary History of the United States. New York, Columbia
University Press, 1988. Ed. espafiola: Historia de la literatura norteamericana, Madrid, Catedra, 1991.
------ . The Columbia History of the American Novel. New York, Columbia University Press, 1991.

Fredrickson, George M. (1971): The Black Image in the White Mind: The Debate on Afro-American
Character and Destiny 1817-1914. New York, Harper & Row, 1971.

Manuel Cuenca, Carme. Guia bibliografica para el estudio de la literatura de los Estados Unidos.
Valéncia: Publicacions de la Universitat de Valéncia, 2002.

. La literatura de Estados Unidos desde sus origenes hasta la Primera Guerra Mundial. Madrid:
Editorial Sintesis, 2006.

Parini, Jay and Brett C. Millier (eds.). The Columbia History of American Poetry. New York, Columbia
University Press, 1993.

- Dauvis, Charles T. & Henry Louis Gates, Jr., eds. The Slaves Narrative. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1985.

Additional

- Andrews, William L. To Tell a Free Story: The First Century of Afro-American Autobiography, 1760-
1865. Urbana: University of lllinois Press, 1986.

Bell, Bernard W. The Afro-American Novel and its Tradition. Amherst, Massachusetts, University of
Massachusetts Press, 1987.

Davis, Charles T. & Henry Louis Gates, Jr., eds. The Slaves Narrative. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1985.
Elliott, Emory, et. al. (ed.) The Columbia Literary History of the United States. New York, Columbia
University Press, 1988. Ed. espafiola: Historia de la literatura norteamericana, Madrid, Catedra, 1991.
Manuel Cuenca, Carme. Guia bibliografica para el estudio de la literatura de los Estados Unidos.
Valéncia: Publicacions de la Universitat de Valencia, 2002.

. La literatura de Estados Unidos desde sus origenes hasta la Primera Guerra Mundial. Madrid:
Editorial Sintesis, 2006.
Parini, Jay and Brett C. Millier (eds.). The Columbia History of American Poetry. New York, Columbia
University Press, 1993.
Recommended films:
The New World (Dir. Terrence Malick, 2005)
Avatar (Dir. James Cameron, 2009)
The Crucible (Dr. Nicholas Hytner, 1996)
Dancing with Wolves (Dr. Kevin Costner, 1990)
The Last of the Mohicans (Dir. Michael Mann, 1992)
The Patriot (Dir. Roland Emmerich, 2000)
Amistad (Dr. Steven Spielberg, 1997)
Gone with the Wind (Dr. Victor Fleming, 1939)
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Useful link on American films:
Reel American history: http://digital.lib.lehigh.edu/trial/reels/

ADDENDUM COVID-19

This addendum will only be activated if the health situation requires so and with the prior
agreement of the Governing Council

English version is not available
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