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COURSE DATA

Data Subject

Code 35338

Name Nineteenth-century English literature

Cycle Grade

ECTS Credits 6.0

Academic year 2022 - 2023

Study (s)

Degree Center Acad. Period

year

1000 - Degree in English Studies Faculty of Philology, Translationand 3  First term
Communication

Subject-matter

Degree Subject-matter Character

1000 - Degree in English Studies 7 - English literature Obligatory

Coordination
Name Department
MONROS GASPAR, LAURA 155 - English and German

SUMMARY

The course proposes a practical approach to English Literature in the 19th century, in search of the
methods that may allow its discovery, reading, understanding and commentary.

The texts to be explored in the course will be aimed at helping students

- to gain knowledge of the basic techniques and conventions of the different genresin prose, theatre and
poetry,

- to develop a critical awareness of the rising modes of popular culture,

- to locate individual works and authors in their historical and literary context, and to discuss their critical
reception, and their tranglation,
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- and to write their reading experiences and critical responses into academic essays.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

Relationship to other subjects of the same degree

There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.

Other requirements

OUTCOMES

1000 - Degree in English Studies

Students must have acquired knowledge and understanding in a specific field of study, on the basis of
general secondary education and at a level that includes mainly knowledge drawn from advanced
textbooks, but also some cutting-edge knowledge in their field of study.

Students must be able to apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner
and have acquired the competences required for the preparation and defence of arguments and for
problem solving in their field of study.

Students must be able to communicate information, ideas, problems and solutions to both expert and
lay audiences.

Demonstrate, within the field of English Studies, an ethical attitude that focuses on aspects such as
gender equality, equal opportunities, the values of the culture of peace and democracy and a
sensitiveness regarding environmental problems and sustainability while, at the same time, knowing
about and being able to appreciate linguist diversity and multiculturality.

Demonstrate communicative and social competence in the English language (oral and written
comprehension and expression, communicative interaction and mediation that includes correct
grammar and style).

Develop a critical ability to explain literary texts in English and to identify aesthetic conventions,
movements, periods, genres, authors and works in English language and their modes of production.

Relate geographical and historical aspects and the most relevant institutions in the Anglophone world
to contemporary society and culture.

Know and apply the currents and methodologies of literary theory and criticism.

Have and apply general knowledge in humanistic areas related to this field of study.
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LEARNING OUTCOMES

By succesfully completing the course students will be able to

» explain and assess literary texts in English using different critical approaches and in relation to their
respective literary and historical contexts

* identify and describe the aesthetic conventions, their evolution, modes of production and reception
of works, genres and movementsin English literature

* identify excerpts from English literary works covered during the course and assess their
significance

* describe the modes of production and distribution of literary textsin English

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Introduction to the Nineteenth Century

From Romanticism to the Victorian frame of mind: politics and philosophy. The woman question. The rise
of the press. Entertainment and exhibitions. Popular culture.

2. Nineteenth-Century narratives

From the Romantic to the Victorian reader, the Newgate and the Detective novel, the Historical novel,
the Sensation novel, the Gothic Romance, Realism and the Condition of England novel, the
Bildungsroman, Nonsense literature and Childrens Fiction, Science Fiction, New Woman Fiction and
Feminist Utopias. The Victorian novel and the theatre. The afterlife of the Victorian novel (film and
Neovictorian literature).

3. English theatre in the Nineteenth Century

Main aspects of theatregoing in Victorian London. Theatres, opera houses and other performing spaces
such as taverns and street fairs. Mainstream and comic genres. Plays, poets, and playwrights.
Shakespeare in the Nineteenth Century. The effects of the 1737 Theatre Regulation Act. Patent and
non-patent theatres. Burlesque theatre.

4. Nineteenth-Century poetry in English

Poetic vision, Romantic imagination and politics. From the English Lakes to Geneva. Egotism and
Negative Capability. Medieval mystification and Victorian obsessions. Female voices and female spaces.
Pre-Raphaelites and Decadence. Nonsense. Nineteenth-Century continuities in Twentieth-Century
poetry.
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ACTIVITY Hours % To be attended
Theory classes 60,00 100
Attendance at events and external activities 5,00 0
Development of group work 10,00 0
Study and independent work 60,00 0
Preparation of evaluation activities 15,00 0

TOTAL| 150,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

Theory-based classes: Lectures and case studies

Lectures will focus on clarification and discussion of key concepts and techniques for students rather than
on exposition of matter they can find in the dossiers and bibliography. Consequently, students are
expected to work on assigned tasks (reading sections from course dossiers, answering questions set in
advance) before attending class.

Sessions: Introduction, contextual and technical explorations of the authors and works studied.

Practical classes. Problem solving and case studies

Students will focus on key concepts and techniques extracted from the set readings. Guidelines and
suggestions for their papers and projects will be proposed and debated.

Sessions: Extensive reading and discussion of the works studied.

Other activities: Tutorialsfor individual orientation in preparing papers and projects.

Students are expected to read selected excerpts from the course book together with alist of set readings
which will be provided at the beginning of the course.

EVALUATION

35338 Nineteenth-century English literature 4



_ Course Guide
35338 Nineteenth-century English literature

FIRST CALL:
The assessment will be carried out through:
-A written exam (50%)

-Activities carried out during the course (portfolio)(50%): specific intructions and deadlines will be set by
the lecturer in the classroom

-Students are required to pass all the components of assessment in order to pass the module.

Failure to meet the deadlines means failing the module.

SECOND CALL:
The assessment will be carried out through:

-A written exam (50%) and a portfolio (50%) to be handed in on the official date of the exam.

The ability to communicate at the C1 (CEFR level) isrequired to pass the course as awhole. Students
whose communication (written and/or oral) displays errors that are not consistent with the above level
will fail the module regardless of their performance related to the course contents.

REFERENCES

Basic

- Course book:
Teruel, M. & Monrés, L. Nineteenth-Century Literature. A Reader. Valencia: Publicacions Universitat
de Valéncia, 2012

Baker, W. & K. Womack. (2002). A Companion to the Victorian Novel. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood
Press.

Bloom, H. & L. Trilling. (eds.). (1973). Romantic Poetry and Prose. Oxford Univ. Press.

Booth, M. Theatre in the Victorian Age. Cambridge: CUP, 1995.

David, D. (ed.). (2004). The Cambridge Companion to the Victorian Novel. Cambridge University
Press.

Ermarth, E.D. (1997). The English Novel in History: 1840-1895. London: Routledge.

Leader, Z. & |. Haywood. (eds.) (1998). Romantic Period Writings, 1798-1832: An Anthology.
London: Routledge.

Nicoll, A. A History of English Drama 1660-1900. 4th ed. 6 vols. Cambridge: CUP, 1952-59.
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OGorman, F. (ed.). (2004). Victorian Poetry: An Annotated Anthology. Oxford: Blackwell.

Powell, K. (ed). The Cambridge Companion to Victorian and Edwardian Theatre. Cambridge: CUP,
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Wu, D. (ed.). (1994). Romanticism: An Anthology. Oxford: Blackwell.
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Press.

Abrams, M.H. (1971). The Mirror and the Lamp: Romantic Theory and the Critical Tradition. Oxford
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----. A Dictionary of the Drama. London: Chatto & Windus, 1904.

Altick, R. D. The Shows of London. Cambridge, MA and London: Harvard University Press, 1978.

Argullol, R. (1987). La atraccion del abismo. Un itinerario por el paisaje romantico. Barcelona: Plaza
& Janés.

Armstrong, |. (1993). Victorian Poetry: Poetry, Poetics and Politics. London: Routledge.

Bailey, P. Popular Culture and Performance in the Victorian City. Cambridge: CUP, 2003

Bate, J. (2002). The Song of the Earth. Cambridge, MA: Harvard Univ. Press.

Blair, K. (2006). Victorian Poetry and the Culture of the Heart. Oxford Univ. Press.

Booth, M. Theatre in the Victorian Age. Cambridge: CUP, 1995.

Bornay, E. (1994). La cabellera femenina. Un dialogo entre poesia y pintura. Madrid: Catedra.

Bowra, C.M. (1950). The Romantic Imagination. Oxford Univ. Press.

Bradbury, M. & D. Palmer. (eds.). (1972). Victorian Poetry. London: Arnold, Stratford-upon-Avon
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Bratton, J. New Readings in Theatre History. Cambridge: CUP, 2003.
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- Bristow, J. (ed.). (2000). The Cambridge Companion to Victorian Poetry. Cambridge University

Press.

Brown, C. (1999). Classical and Romantic Performing Practice, 1750-1900. Oxford Univ. Press.

Butler, M. (1981). Romantic, Rebels and Reactionaries: English Literature and Its Background,
1760-1830. Oxford Univ. Press.

Castoldi, A. (1994). El texto drogado: dos siglos de droga y literatura. F. Martin. (tr.). Madrid: Anaya
& M. Muchnik, 1997.

Cernuda, L. (1986). Pensamiento poético en la lirica inglesa del siglo XIX. Madrid: Techos.

Chandler, J. & M.N. McLane. (eds.). (2008). The Cambridge Companion to British Romantic Poetry.
Cambridge Univ. Press.

Clinton-Baddeley, V. C. The Burlesque Tradition in the English Theatre after 1660. London:
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Cowgill, R., H. Poriss. The Arts of the Prima Donna in the Long Nineteenth Century: 1800-
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Nineteenth-Century Fiction. Amherst (NY): Cambria Press, 2009.
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University of Hertfordshire Press, 2001.

Davis, P. The Victorians, 1830-1880. The Oxford English Literary History. Vol. 8. Oxford: OUP,
2002.

Davis, T. C. & E. Donkin (eds.). Women and Playwriting in Nineteenth-Century Britain. Cambridge:
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Jenkins, A. The Making of Victorian Drama. Cambridge: CUP, 1991.
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Blackwell.
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Univ. Press.
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Pirie, D.B. (ed.). (1994). The Penguin History of Literature. 5. The Romantic Period.
Harmondsworth: Penguin.

- Pollard, A. (ed.). (1993). The Penguin History of Literature. 6. The Victorians. Harmonsdsworth:

Penguin.

Powell, K. (ed). The Cambridge Companion to Victorian and Edwardian Theatre. Cambridge: CUP,
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- Additional bibliography, updated references and electronic resources will be indicated in the
corresponding Course Syllabus for every academic year.
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