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COURSE DATA

Data Subject
Code 34403

Name Contemporary sociological theory

Cycle Grade
ECTS Credits 9.0
Academic year 2023 - 2024

Study (s)

Degree Center Acad. Period
year

1310 - Degree in Sociology Faculty of Social Sciences 3 Annual

1924 - D.D. in Political and Public Admin.  Faculty of Law 3  Annual
Sciences-Sociology

1925 - D.D. in Sociology-Political and Faculty of Social Sciences 3 Annual
Public Admin. Sciences

1931 - D.D. in Sociology-Political and Faculty of Social Sciences 3  Annual
Public Adminis. Sciences

Subject-matter
Degree Subject-matter Character
1310 - Degree in Sociology 2 - Sociological theory Obligatory

1924 - D.D. in Political and Public Admin. 4 - Year 3 compulsory subjects Obligatory
Sciences-Sociology

1925 - D.D. in Sociology-Political and 4 - Year 3 compulsory subjects Obligatory
Public Admin. Sciences

1931 - D.D. in Sociology-Political and 3 - Asignaturas obligatorias de tercer Obligatory
Public Adminis. Sciences curso

Coordination
Name Department
XAMBO OLMOS, RAFAEL VICENT 330 - Sociology and Social Anthropology
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SUMMARY

La Teoria Sociol 6gica Contemporanea es una materia fundamental en laformacion de las graduadas y los
graduados en Sociologia. Su carécter anua y su ubicacion en tercer curso, tras otra asignatura de las
mismas caracteristicas en segundo curso centrada en la sociologia clésica, permite al alumnado compl etar
unavision global de lateoria socioldgica actual.

La Teoria Socioldgica no puede entenderse ni como una historiani como un repertorio de teorias.
Tampoco puede entenderse como un discurso lineal que opte por una posicion tedrica frente alas otras.
Consideramos que la materia brinda la oportunidad de reflexionar sobre la indole cientifica de las ciencias
sociales, y no perder de vista su conexion con lametodologia de lainvestigacion social y la empirica.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

Relationship to other subjects of the same degree
There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.

Other requirements

OUTCOMES

1310 - Degree in Sociology

- Students must have acquired knowledge and understanding in a specific field of study, on the basis of
general secondary education and at a level that includes mainly knowledge drawn from advanced
textbooks, but also some cutting-edge knowledge in their field of study.

- Students must be able to apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner
and have acquired the competences required for the preparation and defence of arguments and for
problem solving in their field of study.

- Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (usually in their field of study) to
make judgements that take relevant social, scientific or ethical issues into consideration.

- Students must be able to communicate information, ideas, problems and solutions to both expert and
lay audiences.

- Students must have developed the learning skills needed to undertake further study with a high
degree of autonomy.

- Work in a team with a multidisciplinary perspective.

- Clearly communicate theories, problems and proposals of a sociological nature, both orally and in
writing, using new information and communication technologies.

34403 Contemporary sociological theory 2



~ Course Guide
34403 Contemporary sociological theory

R

VNIVERSITAT G D VALENCIA

- Apply the principles of the professional code of ethics of sociology and develop a commitment to
social problems.

- Respect and promote the principles of fundamental rights, gender equality, equal opportunities and
non-discrimination, democratic values and sustainability.

- Learn independently and develop initiative in the field of sociology.

- Analyse contemporary society, its structure and dynamics based on sociological concepts and
theories.

- Understand and analyse the evolution of sociological theory and its main currents and schools.
- Develop gender perspective and integrate it into the study of social reality.

- Describe and explain social inequalities based on social theories and indicators and detect emerging
processes.

- Analyse social phenomena adopting a multidisciplinary perspective (sociological, psychosocial,
economic, political, historical and anthropological).

- Understand the cultural diversity of societies.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon successful completion of the course, students must:

- Learn to distinguish and analyze the foundations of contemporary sociological theory and its
principal escorrientes and schools.

- Analyze the structure and dynamics of society.
- Acquire and convey the concepts, issues and sociological perspectives.

- Raise theoretical frameworks concerning research work.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. De la Escuela de Chicago a la etnometodologia.

La institucionalizacién de la sociologia. Una perspectiva de género.
La construccion significativa del mundo: A. Schitz y E. Goffman.
La construccidn social de la realidad: J. Berger y T. Luckmann.

La etnometodologia: A. Cicourel y H. Garfinkel.

Las sociologias de la vida cotidiana.
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2. La metéafora biolégica.

El neofuncionalismo: Niklas Luhmann y la teoria de sistemas
La sociobiologia: E. O. Wilson

3. El marxismo critico.

La teoria de la accién comunicativa de J. Habermas.
La tercera generacion de la Escuela de Frankfurt.

4. Lateoria social posestructuralistay postmoderna.

La obra de Michel Foucault.
Teoria social i postmodernismo.
Teorias feministas de tercera ola.
Teoria postcolonial i decolonial.

5. Las teorias micropositivistas.

Teorias del intercambio.
Teorias de la eleccion racional.
La teoria de juegos.

6. Lateoria de la estructuracion de A. Giddens.

La teoria de la estructuracion de A. Giddens.

7. El estructuralismo constructivista de P. Bourdieu

El estructuralismo constructivista de P. Bourdieu

8. esarrollos de la Teoria Sociol6gica Contemporanea.

La obra de Z. Bauman, U. Beck, M. Castells, R. Sennet, B. de Sousa Santos.

9. Sociologiay sociedad en el siglo XXI: La sociologia en el Pais Valenciano y el Estado espafiol.
La sociologia occidental: Europay América.

Sociologia y sociedad en el siglo XXI: La sociologia en el Pais Valenciano y el Estado espafiol. La
sociologia occidental: Europa y América.
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ACTIVITY Hours % To be attended
Theoretical and practical classes 90,00 100
Attendance at events and external activities 5,00 0
Development of group work 25,00 0
Development of individual work 25,00 0
Readings supplementary material 30,00 0
Preparation of evaluation activities 20,00 0
Preparing lectures 20,00 0
Preparation of practical classes and problem 10,00 0
TOTAL| 225,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

L a asignatura combina metodol ogias diferentes: explicacion tedrica, andlisis préactico, investigacion y
estudio orientado. Aunque hay posibilidad de trabajo cooperativo entre los estudiantes, el grueso de la
dinamica del trabajo esindividual.

EVALUATION

Laevaluacion de laasignaturaincluye:

@ Un examen parcial de los contenidos de cada semestre. En caso de suspender el primer parcia, el
alumnado se examinara en junio de todo €l temario. En caso de suspender e segundo parcial, se podra
recuperar en la segunda convocatoria de julio.

@ Actividades préacticas hechas en el aula bajo supervision de los profesores.
@ Asistenciay participacion.
@ Control de lectura de dos libros, uno en cada semestre:

Erving Goffman (1991) (textos seleccionados y presentados por Yves Winkin): Los momentosy sus
hombres. Barcelona: Paidos.

Bourdieu, P. y Wacquant, L. (2005): Una invitacién a la sociologia reflexiva. Buenos Aires: Siglo XXI1.
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